data were analyzed by using Variant Reporter Software Version 1.1 (Applied Biosystems). The proband's sequencing data revealed a homozygous c.79G > A; p.Glu27Lys (Hb E) variant. A family study revealed Hb E heterozygosity in the proband's two children (Fig. 1) .
Hemoglobinopathies include all genetic Hb diseases, and are divided into the thalassemia and structural Hb variant groups, which contain many subtypes and combined types. The prevalence of hemoglobinopathies depends on geographic location and ethnicity. Around 7% of the world's population comprises hemoglobinopathy gene carriers. Hb E is the most prevalent variant in Southeast Asia (Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam), where its prevalence is 30-60% [1] [2] [3] [4] . This common structural Hb variant results from the substitution of glutamic acid with lysine at codon 26 of the β globin chain. Hb E disorders may be heterozygous (AE), homozygous (EE), or compound heterozygous (e.g., Hb E with another Hb variant or thalassemia). Hb E is usually associated with a normal Hb concentration or mild anemia, but may also be associated with microcytosis, which may be confused with iron deficiency anemia until laboratory studies are completed. Although Hb E alone does not cause any significant clinical problems, its interactions with other hemoglobinopathies produce a wide range of clinical syndromes. Co-in-www.annlabmed.org https://doi.org/10.3343/alm.2017.37.1.71 heritance of Hb E and β-thalassemia, Hb E/β-thalassemia, results in a heterogeneous disease with a phenotype ranging from mild anemia to severe β-thalassemia. To our knowledge, Hb E has not been previously reported in Korea [5, 6] . However, international marriages with Southeast Asians and immigrants importantly contribute to the prevalence of hemoglobinopathy in Korea. This study indicates that clinicians should consider the possibility of hemoglobinopathy in microcytic anemia.
Authors' Disclosures of Potential Conflicts of Interest
No potential conflicts of interest relevant to this article were reported. 
